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WE HAVE TO BE OUTSIDE




Product for Review: 

Niner Bikes, Air 9 (Mountain Bike)
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Product Strengths:

Good climbing ability, comfortable geometry (which is difficult to find in the 29er market) smooth cornering, frame weight (3.1lbs), aesthetically appealing, great price, it’s affordable in comparison to a lot of mountain bikes on the market.  

The bike can be ridden with 80mm or 100mm of travel. It depends on the fork on how it will affect the geometry according to each forks rake. This is a 80mm Rock Shox, Reba fork with remote lockout. It handles just fine except for when it is really bumpy then it feels a bit harsh.

Product Weaknesses:

Paint is weak, it chips if you look at it wrong, but it’s a mountain bike so I forgive them for the flakey paint job.

The scandium frame is very responsive but can be harsh in comparison to the steel model, be smart about what you want when you order your Niner. For a smoother ride in bumps and light chatter go with the steel frame.

Similar Products Used:

Independent Fabrications custom 29er, steel frame

The Bottom Line: 

The bike rips! It rides really well. The 29er wheels are slow to get going but once they are up to speed they just flow. The bike handles well even with a longer stem on it. They recommend 90mm stem or shorter with their geometries but it is not necessary. This bike is being ridden with a 100mm stem and maybe a 110mm stem in the near future. I took this advice from a few of the top Niner racers after building my bike and playing with the overall fit. The 100mm stem allows the bike to be a little more responsive in its steering and puts one in a better position if racing.

Rating: 5
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