SOCALCROSS Race Report – SCPS #11 – HIGH DESERT CYCLOCROSS, Palmdale, Sunday 12/7
By Christie Pleiss, Team CICLE
Race #11 of the SoCal Prestige Series, presented by High Desert Cyclists, brought us cooler temperatures and a new race venue at Pelona Vista Park in Palmdale. The 2.5km course offered a nice mix of grass, dirt (with the occasional jack rabbit crossing the trail) and a bit of pavement to give the legs a little rest from the grass. Handling skills paid off on the backside of course with some windy turns, sandy ruts and a good heart pumping power ascent back up to the grass fields.

The Elite Women’s race brought a smaller field than usual, but still provided a fast start with the field breaking up pretty quickly on the first lap. It was a Team CICLE party with Carolyn Popovic coming back from some USGP racing action on the east coast, lead the field from the start. Dot Wong (Team CICLE/Voler/Jamis) followed in hot pursuit in second for the majority of the race. According to Popovic, Wong’s stellar barrier skills pushed her into the lead for part of the second lap. Sarah Kaufman (Roaring Mouse) kept a solid third position, gaining time each lap. Lisa Crowe and Christie Pleiss, also from Team CICLE/Voler/Jamis, rounded out the top five. 
The Elite Men’s race provided some exciting racing action as racers vied for podium spots.  Brent Prenzlow (Celo Pacific/ALAN) took a commanding lead that increased in the final laps of the race. A very strong chase group consisting of John Behrens (Bailey Bikes), Jason Siegle (Team CICLE/BVB/Jamis), Fritz Bottger (PAA/Vitamix/Sixtufit.com) Anton Petrov (Team Prolong) and Gary Douville (Team Platinum Performance) traded positions several times but stayed together, finally breaking apart on the final lap. In the end it was Prenzlow, Douville and Bottger rounding out the top three. Petrov outsprinted Behrens in the final stretch to take fourth. Steve Marshall (Bear Valley Bikes/Team CICLE) took the elite start line for the first time and was one of the racers who went for the cash grabs in the Mafia Racing Party Zone! On the course at the same time was the Masters Men 35+ 1/2/3. This race featured Jeff Herring (Team CICLE/Voler/Jamis) with a very strong race in front of Garnet Vertican (Giant) and Matias Mendigochea (Kahala LaGrande) 

Sunday December 21st brings us to Pierce College in Woodland Hills for SCPS #12, the series final, for Santa Cross and Eco-Sportfest 5k run. Bring your holiday cheer and burn a few extra calories before holiday feasts begin (or continue).  
For those of you hungry for more cross action after the holidays, check SoCalCross.com for information on the Cross Fever Series. The series will visit four locations including last year’s state championship venue at Hart Park in Bakersfield, and San Luis Obispo for a vineyard race at Talley Vineyards. 
Good luck to all who are racing at Cyclocross Nationals this week/weekend in Kansas City! See you there (
